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ShowplaceDesignCenter.com

Visit our showroom today!
17051 Lincoln Ave. Unit G | Parker, CO | 303-373-9555
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EIGHT MAGICAL  
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www.coloradorenaissance.com
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VIEWS WORTH A DECLARATION
professional window solutions

• free consultations

• lifetime warranty

• local veteran owned

• energy efficient

• top-quality comfort

720.535.9629
kvwindowsinc.com

 jason stoffel

PROTECTING YOUR
AMERICAN DREAM
PREMIUM ROOFING SERVICES

ISAAC BENAVIDEZ

303-949-7381interstateroof.com

Interstate roofing 
has been in business 
since 1994. we’re proud 
members of the Better 
Business Bureau and 
the Colorado Roofing 
Association.

“We don’t only
build roofs,
we build
relationships.”

• Award-winning
• Local/Honest 
• Top Quality
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Print makes
the difference
It’s real.

It gets noticed.

You can touch it, feel it, hold it, even smell it.

It stands out.

Let’s put it to work for you.
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I find myself thoughtful and reflective when considering the two and a half 
centuries of our great nation!  

It is momentous to be commemorating our 250th year along with 
Colorado’s statehood and the Town of Parker’s original charter. Looking 
back through history, where do we fit in?

During the Revolutionary War, Colorado was a very different setting, far 
from the conflict in both distance and lifestyle. The Front Range was home 
to several Native American tribes. Colorado would not become part 
of the country for a number of decades. In the mid 1800s, when more 
settlers came to Colorado for the gold rush on Pikes Peak, the foundation 

of Denver began. By 1876, in the 100th year of our nation, Colorado became part of the Union. Soon before, Parker 
was established as a stagecoach stop in the mid 1860s, just 20 miles south of Denver. More than a hundred years later 
and 45 years ago, Parker was incorporated in 1981, being a mostly agricultural town at the time. It has grown to be 
an extraordinary spot for family and community.

As we celebrate these significant anniversaries, I want to look back at the beginnings of this holiday. Early America 
celebrated the first anniversary of the 4th of July, even while the Revolutionary War continued. They set the tone and 
tradition for the culture that we still enjoy today.  

On July 3rd, 1776, John Adams wrote to his wife, Abigail, that Independence Day, “...ought to be commemorated, 
as the Day of Deliverance by solemn Acts of Devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and 
Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this Continent to the other 
from this Time forward forever more.” 

The July 5, 1777, issue of the Pennsylvania Evening Post reported, “Yesterday the 4th of July, being the anniversary of 
the Independence of the United States of America, was celebrated in this city with demonstrations of joy and festivity. 
About noon all the armed ships and gallies in the river were drawn up before the city, dressed in the gayest manner, 
with the colors of the United States and streamers displayed. At one o’clock ... they began the celebration of the day 
by a discharge of thirteen cannon from each of the ships... in honor of the Thirteen United States … The evening was 
closed with the ringing of bells, and at night there was a grand exhibition of fireworks ... on the Commons, and the 
city was beautifully illuminated.” 

When George Washington was about to step down from his presidency, he was one of the first men in all of history 
to show a peaceful transfer of power from one leader to the next, outside of assuming a throne through inheritance. 
After his second term in office, despite many wanting him to stay for a third, he handed the presidency over to John 
Adams, exemplifying Republican ideals and denouncing the notion of one man leading for life. After giving so much 
of his life and love to his country, in his farewell address to the nation in the fall of 1796, the father of our nation talked 
about patriotism. He said, “Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate 
your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just 
pride of Patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.”  

More important than being a Coloradan, or a Texan, from Parker or Castle Rock, our love for our great nation should 
rise above and unite us all! Joy, loyalty, and reverence for what we are part of should be seen in our actions and 
celebrations. So many have sacrificed to create this land of liberty from the very beginning until today. Whenever I 
see the American flag passing by at a parade with spectators standing to put their hand over their heart, I am moved. 
It has been so intriguing and heartwarming to see people from other countries visiting our cities this summer for the 
World Cup. Their love of and fascination with so many things that are everyday norms to us makes me think that we 
need to renew our gratitude for this special place. We are not a perfect nation, but the first of our kind and certainly 
one to be loved and honored! I am so proud and grateful to be an American.

Red, White, and True
by  AMBER TUELLER
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The secret of getting ahead - 
is getting started !!

71% of readers confirm purchasing products
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Join our community and let Search CR
connect you with our 100,000 monthly readers.
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We hadn't lived here long. Anxious to get 
engrained into the community, my wife and I sat 
patiently with our six kids along a parade route. As 
the prossession started, the American Flag came 
into view. As our family stood, I couldnt help but 
notice the number of people who remained 
seated and all together ignored our country 
banner.

I came to realize that day how it had become 
"popular" to show disdain for our country. Somehow 
people took pride in pointing out our nation's flaws 
and mistakes. What a great country that we live in 
that allows us the freedom to disrespect the very 
thing that gives us the right to do it.

I know this probably isn't politically correct with 
some of you. but I don't care. I love this country. 
So at the risk of drawing the Karen's ire, here are 
the perscribed guidlines to show our respect for 
the flag of our country.

The guidelines for showing respect to the flag are 
outlined in the U.S. Flag Code, a federal law that 
serves as a guide for voluntary patriotic conduct. 
According to federal statute these specific 
gestures and postures are meant to be rendered 
at the exact moment the flag passes.

When the flag is passing by, such as in an event or 
parade, you should adhere to the following steps 
as it approaches:

Face the flag: Stop walking and turn to face the 
direction the flag is traveling.

Stand at attention: Stand up straight with your 
shoulders back

Place your hand over your heart: Civilians place 
their right hand (palm open) over their left breast.

Remove your hat: If you are wearing a hat, 
remove it with your right hand and hold it at your 
left shoulder, ensuring your hand is still over your 
heart.

Military and Veterans: Members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans (even if out of uniform) may 
render a military salute instead of placing a hand 
over the heart.

O Say, Does That Star-Spangled Banner Yet Wave
by  BRET TUELLER
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HISTORYHASHTAG

# Celebration
A look back at the various

festivities in our town to honor
our nation's birth 

BY AMBER TUELLER

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DOUGLAS COUNTY LIBRARY ARCHIVES 
and DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY ARCHIVES 
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WWith the upcoming Fourth of July celebration, 
we wanted to take a look back at some of 
the celebrations in the Douglas County area 
through history. In decades and centuries past, 
people celebrated with many of the same 
activities as today. Parades, fireworks, live music, 
family gatherings, and picnics were typical. 

Below, these women and girls (circa 1900-1920)  
participate in a float display in Castle Rock.  
Women wear banners with the names of U.S. 
states; one holds the U.S. flag.

A very memorable Fourth of July in 1899 was 
written about in The Weekly Mascot from Castle 
Rock. The article told of the Parker Baseball team 
beating the Eagle Athletic Club, respectively 
scoring 21 and 9. It also describes the horse 
race after the game in which the horses and 
riders were so close it was hard for spectators 
to tell the winner. The judges announced that 
the horse with its tongue stuck out had won the 
race! [A Folk History of Parker and Hilltop, by 
Sandra Welchel, pp. 70-71]

"In (Douglas County) earlier days, fireworks were 
not regulated. The Fourth of July brought a 
mixture of excitement and fear. Old-fashioned 
Roman candles spewed fountains of beautiful 
colors, torches burst with more varieties than the 
rainbow, and everyone had to have a sparkler." 
[A Folk History of Parker and Hilltop, pp 70-71]

In the early 1900s, the holiday was also 
celebrated with a baseball game, parades, and 
picnics. "Equestrian entries [were] an important 
part of the Fourth of July parades. Whether a 
4-H horse club or the Parker Trail Riders, horses 
played an important part in the celebration." 
[Images of America: Parker, by Sandra Welchel, 
pp 83-85]

Today our traditions focus around many of the 
same events. The Town of Castle Rock produces 
a huge and beautiful fireworks display, along 
with social gatherings and live music. Despite 
the growth and sprawl of our growing town, 
it still radiates the atmosphere of a small town 
summer. It feels good to be part of something 
timeless.

Thank you Castle Rock, and Happy Birthday, 
America!
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In the interest of providing 
the 50 best dining options 
in Douglas County, we 
must be able to personally 
recommend each listing. 
The guide is subject to 
change. If you have a 
suggestion for inclusion 
on the list, email us at 
contribute@tuellers.com.

KEY 
Based on a typical dinner 
for one person, excluding 
drinks, tax or tip.

$ ............................. Under $15
$$ ............................... $15-$25
$$$ ......................... Over $25
(EC) Editors Choice
(N) New

Asian fusion
DANCING NOODLE
A small, family owned, dine-
in and take-out restaurant 
that serves authentic 
homestyle Thai food.
10841 S. Crossroads Dr.,
Suite 10, Parker
303-805-3880  $$

INDOCHINE
A local go-to for quality 
home-style cuisine. This 
Parker fixture is known for a 
fresh, creative menu.
19751 E Mainstreet, Parker
720-851-8559  $$

ITO SUSHI ASIAN BISTRO
Asian fusion restaurant 
known for quality ingredients 
and fresh fish daily.
2240 Mercantile St #100, 
Castle Rock
720-749-6777  $$  (N)

JOHN HOLLY’S
Chinese and Thai dishes 
that are nothing less than 
the culinary equivalent of an 
exotic adventure.
9232 Park Meadows Dr,
Lone Tree
303-768-9088  $$ 

PEGASUS
A local favorite for breakfast and lunch, Pegasus has something for everyone. They have 
served an ecletic menu in a comfortable setting for the past 31 years. While you're there, go 
see the giant riverboat roulette wheel behind the bar!

JUNZ
A favorite sushi place in 
town with a unique blend of 
Japanese and French at its 
very best.
11211 S. Dransfeldt Rd., 
Parker
720-851-1005  $$

BAKERY/DESSERTs 
LA PETITE CREPERIE
The locals favorite spot to 
grab made-to-order crepes. 
Sweet or savory, you can’t go 
wrong. Proudly serving farm 
to table fresh.
19751 Mainstreet,
Parker
720-638-9722  $  (EC) 

PARIS BAGUETTE
Popular Korean chain that 
brings expertly crafted 
baked goods through a 
warm and welcoming 
bakery cafe’ experience that 
delivers joy to everyone.
18374 Cottonwood Dr., 
Parker
720-500-5555  $  (N)

POULETTE BAKESHOP
New artisan bakers taking 
Parker by storm. Order early, 
they sell out every day!
19585 Hess Road, Parker
303-955-5647  $  (N)

BARBEQUE
BIG JIMS
Don’t be fooled by this being 
a food truck; if you like 
southern BBQ, this is your 
place. Corner of Parker Rd 
and Longs Way, Parker  $$$

GQUE BBQ
Award-winning food. Try the 
wood-smoked ribs, brisket, 
pork, or garlic potatoes.
8433 Park Meadows Center 
Dr., Suite 143B, Lone Tree
303-729-2506  $$ 

HICKORY HOUSE
The Parker tradition. Known 
for their baby back ribs, but 
don’t miss the pulled pork 
and barbeque chicken.
10335 S Parker Rd, Parker
303-805-9742  $$ 

OLD WEST BBQ
A hidden gem with family-
friendly pricing. Don’t miss 
out on their breakfast 
burritos. 107 Wolfensberger 
Rd., Castle Rock
303-660-6340  $

BREW PUB 
20 MILE TAP HOUSE
Best known for their burgers 
and wings. Make sure to 
catch Trivia Tuesdays.
12543 N Hwy 83, Parker
303-841-6782  $$ 

GREAT DIVIDE BREWERY 
& ROADHOUSE
Destination locale with an 
informal ambiance offering 
hearty comfort classics
215 Wilcox St Suite G,
Castle Rock
303-955-5788  $$ - $$$  (N)

ROCKYARD BREWING CO.
Douglas County’s longest 
running brew pub. Steaks, 
burgers, pizza and soup!
880 Castleton Rd, Castle Rock
303-814-9273  $$ 

THE GUIDE
THE BEST PLACES TO DINE IN DOUGLAS COUNTY
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TAILGATE TAVERN
& GRILL
Your neighborhood tavern 
for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 
Sports bar with live music 
not to miss on the weekends.
19552 E. Mainstreet, Parker
303-841-7179  $$

THE LIBRARY CO.
BAR & KITCHEN
Offering great food & 
amazing drinks in a relaxed 
and warm atmosphere. Clear 
and simple menu options.
3911 Ambrosia St.,
Suite 101, Castle Rock
720-389-5986  $$

ITalian 
CRANELLI’S
Comfort Italian food in a 
rustic, cozy, casual family-
oriented format.
10047 Park Meadows Dr.,
Lone Tree
303-799-3661  $$ 

DANIELLE’S
SCRATCH KITCHEN
Stylish, energetic eatery 
offering elevated Italian fare 
with an emphasis on great 
customer service.
872 Happy Canyon Rd.
Suite 100, Castle Rock
303-524-9788  $$$

PORTOFINO
Authentic Italian eatery 
featuring pizza, pasta, 
calzones and heros. The local 
“go-to” for fresh Italian.
10920 S Parker Rd, Parker
303-841-9900  $$

SCILEPPI’S
A modern Italian restaurant 
focused on family recipes 
and premium ingredients.
210 Third St., Castle Rock
303-688-9000  $$

VIA BACI
Neapolitan pizzas join 
modern Italian fare at this 
casual eatery featuring a full 
bar & patio. 10005 Commons 
St, Lone Tree
303-790-0828  $$

MEXICAN 
ADRIANNA’S
Intimate Mexican eatery for 
authentic cuisine in a relaxed 
ambiance. Great for parties.
7272 E Hwy 86, Franktown
303-663-7800  $$

CASA MARIACHI
Unassuming local joint 
serving up straight-forward 
Mexican plates.
9771 S Parker Rd, Parker
720-842-5105  $$ 

LA LOMA
Upscale-rustic atmosphere 
known for traditional Mexican 
meals.
6361 Promenade Pkw, 
Castle Rock
303-632-9900  $$  (N)

LAS POTRANCES
Casual Mexican restaurant 
full of real Mexican culture, 
Mexican Food, Fresh Drinks, 
and Friendly Hospitality. 
19600 Solar Cir, Parker
303-840-0325  $$  (N)

LOS DOS POTRILLOS
Elegant family-owned eatery. 
There’s a combo dish to 
please everyone. 
6370 Promenade Pkwy.,
Castle Rock
720-769-5474  $$ 

LOS VOLCANES
Don’t miss the Carnitas! And 
bring your appetite for the 
large portions.
10471 S. Parker Rd., Parker
303-841-0160  $$ 

new american 
CASTLE CAFE
Set in a former 1890s hotel. 
Plating hearty American 
fare like pan-fried chicken & 
burgers.
403 Wilcox St, Castle Rock
303-814-2233  $$ 

VALERIE’S BREWHOUSE
Uniquely fun sports bar with 
a creative menu of brats and 
dogs.
971 Park St., Castle Rock
303-660-2399  $ 

CRAVE
A favorite gourmet burger 
joint. Imaginative menu with 
amazing handcrafted shakes.
3982 Limelight Ave,
Castle Rock
303-814-2829  $$

DOUG’S DAY DINER
American breakfast cafe 
where everything is made 
from scratch.
18595 Mainstreet,
Parker
720-476-7162  $$

MANNA
A casual sit-down destination 
with a menu that reflects 
Colorado’s growing season.
2350 Meadows Blvd.,
Castle Rock
720-455-3664  $

PARKER GARAGE
The Parker landmark located 
right downtown offers a 
locally-sourced menu. Great 
service and large portions.
19420 Mainstreet, Parker
720-389-8105  $$  (EC)

PEGASUS
A local favorite for breakfast 
or lunch. American, Greek or 
Mexican dishes.
313 Jerry St., Castle Rock
303-688-6746  $$  

RORY’S
Comfort food and baked 
goods at their finest.
Don’t see it on the menu? 
Ask for it!
11020 S Pikes Peak Dr.,
Parker
720-708-2889  $$ 

SIERRA
High-end, wood-fired
kitchen with a warm 
ambiance, preparing
select American dishes.
10680 Cabela Dr.,
Lone Tree
303-662-8800  $$

TRIBE AT RIVERWALK
Upscale, yet casual dining 
experience with a one-of-a-
kind menu. Don’t miss the 
brunch.
115 Wilcox Street,
Castle Rock
303-362-0904  $$$ (N)

WEST MAIN TAPROOM
A modern and open venue 
that boasts thoughtful and 
honest cuisine. A haven for 
the gluten-free crowd.
18595 Mainstreet, Parker
720-826-3689  $$ 

PIZZA 
ANTONIO’S
A traditional family-style 
Italian pizza restaurant with 
a Brooklyn flair.
12947 S Parker Rd., Parker
720-851-5300  $

ARTISAN
Delicious Neapolitan-style 
pizza that makes each dish 
an individual work of art! And 
don’t forget dessert.
12311 Pine Bluffs Way, Parker
303-840-0518  $ 

COLORADOUGH 
A refreshing take on made-
from-scratch pizza. So fresh 
they don’t even have a 
freezer! 17860 Cottonwood 
Dr., Parker
303-386-3333  $$

LIL’ RICCI’S
New York pizzas & other red 
sauce staples in a low-key 
setting. Can’t miss the garlic 
knots. 16526 Keystone Blvd,
Parker
303-220-7422  $$

PARRY’S
NY-style pizza, wings, & 
casual Italian eats, in kid-
friendly quarters.
5650 Allen Way,
Castle Rock
303-814-8686  $$ 



14  SEARCHCASTLEROCK

STEAKHOUSE 
DUKE’S
Rustic restaurant featuring 
beef & seafood dishes, plus 
a sports tavern with an Irish 
vibe.
363 Village Square Lane,
Castle Pines
303-814-2487  $$$

FOGO DE CHAO
Upscale Brasilian steakhouse 
with all-you-can-eat meat 
carved tableside. Guaraná is 
a must, and try the Creme de 
Papaya. 8419 Park Meadows 
Center Dr., Lone Tree
303-481-4001  $$$  (EC) 

PERRY’S
Chops, seafood, wine, & 
cocktails served in an upscale 
setting with a lounge & live 
jazz. 8433 Park Meadows 
Center Dr., Lone Tree
303-792-2571  $$$

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
Texas-themed steakhouse 
with a great menu and 
wonderful atmosphere.
11205 S. Parker Rd,
Parker
303-805-5848  $$ 

TRAPPER’S
CHOP HOUSE
Upscale hideaway local 
favorite featuring their 
signature Volcanic Hot Rock 
sear-it-yourself experience.
19308 Cottonwood Dr.,
Parker
303-248-2132  $$$

UNIQUE 
VISTAVINO MODERN
Quaint Tuscan grill made 
fresh from local fare. Every 
dish is a winner!
611 Wilcox St., Castle Rock
303-814-2487  $$

71% of readers confirm purchasing products
or services seen in Search Castle Rock. 

Join our community and let Search Parker
connect you with our 100,000 monthly readers.

bret@tuellers.com  |  303-805-9455

IT JUST
WORKED

Advertising Works:

Consumers still trust traditional media advertising

over social media and online ads.

Exceptional Service

elegant results

50+ years experience

serving homeowners,

builders & remodelers

call for a free estimate

720-810-1160
www.petersenglass.com

10226 Progress Lane  •  Parker
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Call
Today!

For a

FREE
estimate!

720-915-5392   •   parkerair.com

$500
trade-in credit
for your old hvac system
*restrictions apply - call office for details

Improve comfort and efficiency
throughout your home

receive up to

$9000
in rebates & incentives

on select new heating and 
cooling systems

*restrictions apply - call office for details


